
 

 

St. Francis Episcopal Church 

Morning Prayer Service 

 

August 16, 2026 

8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m. 

 
We seek to be instruments of God's peace, bearing 

witness to the love of God in Jesus Christ for all people. 
 

 



 
Daily Morning Prayer (Rite II) 

 

 
Opening Prayer  

Alleluia! Christ is risen.  
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia!  
 

On this day the Lord has acted; we will rejoice and be glad in it. (Psalm 118:24) 
 

 

THE INVITATORY AND PSALTER 
 

Lord, open our lips. 
 

And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning, is now, and 

will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia.  
 

Jubilate (Psalm 100) 

     (all say together) 

Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; 

     serve the Lord with gladness 

     and come before his presence with a song. 

Know this: The Lord himself is God; 

he himself has made us, and we are his; 

     we are his people and the sheep of his pasture. 

Enter his gates with thanksgiving; go into his courts with praise; 

     give thanks to him and call upon his Name. 

For the Lord is good; his mercy is everlasting; 

     and his faithfulness endures from age to age. 
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Appointed Psalm: Psalm  133 (all say together) 
 

1 Oh, how good and pleasant it is,  

when brethren live together in unity! 

2 It is like fine oil upon the head  

that runs down upon the beard, 

3 Upon the beard of Aaron,  

and runs down upon the collar of his robe. 

4 It is like the dew of Hermon  

that falls upon the hills of Zion. 

5 For there the Lord has ordained the blessing:  

life for evermore. 

 

THE LESSONS 

First Lesson: Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 

I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself am an Israelite, a descendant of 
Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. God has not rejected his people whom he foreknew. 
For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. Just as you were once disobedient to God but 
have now received mercy because of their disobedience, so they have now been disobedient in order 
that, by the mercy shown to you, they too may now receive mercy. For God has imprisoned all in 
disobedience so that he may be merciful to all. 
 

The Word of the LORD 
Thanks be to God        
 
Canticle: The First Song of Isaiah (Isaiah 12:2-6) 

     (all say together) 

Surely, it is God who saves me;  

 I will trust in him and not be afraid. 

 For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense,  

 and he will be my Savior. 

 Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing  

 from the springs of salvation. 

 And on that day you shall say,  

 Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name; 

  
              2 

 



 

Make his deeds known among the peoples;  

 see that they remember that his Name is exalted. 

 Sing the praises of the Lord, for he has done great things,  

 and this is known in all the world. 

 Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion, ring out your joy,  

 for the great one in the midst of you is the Holy One of Israel. 

 Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  

 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen   

 

Gospel Reading: Matthew 15:10-28 

Jesus called the crowd to him and said to them, “Listen and understand: it is not what goes into the 
mouth that defiles a person, but it is what comes out of the mouth that defiles.” Then the disciples 
approached and said to him, “Do you know that the Pharisees took offense when they heard what 
you said?” He answered, “Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted will be uprooted. Let 
them alone; they are blind guides of the blind. And if one blind person guides another, both will fall 
into a pit.” But Peter said to him, “Explain this parable to us.” Then he said, “Are you also still without 
understanding? Do you not see that whatever goes into the mouth enters the stomach, and goes out 
into the sewer? But what comes out of the mouth proceeds from the heart, and this is what defiles. 
For out of the heart come evil intentions, murder, adultery, fornication, theft, false witness, slander. 
These are what defile a person, but to eat with unwashed hands does not defile.” Jesus left that place 
and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. Just then a Canaanite woman from that region came 
out and started shouting, “Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my daughter is tormented by a 
demon.” But he did not answer her at all. And his disciples came and urged him, saying, “Send her 
away, for she keeps shouting after us.” He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house 
of Israel.” But she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” He answered, “It is not fair to 
take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the 
crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” Then Jesus answered her, “Woman, great is your faith! 
Let it be done for you as you wish.” And her daughter was healed instantly. 
 

The Word of the LORD 
Thanks be to God   
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

     (all say together) 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

   He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

       and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

   was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. 

   On the third day he rose again. 

 He ascended into heaven, 

       and is seated at the right hand of the Father.                             

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.         
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy catholic Church, 

     the communion of saints,      

     the forgiveness of sins,         

     the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.    

 

THE PRAYERS 
 

The Lord be with you. 
 

And also with you. 
 

Let us pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 

forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.  

 

Prayers of Suffrage: 
 

Save your people, Lord, and bless your inheritance; 

     Govern and uphold them, now and always. 

Day by day we bless you; 

     We praise your Name for ever. 

Lord, keep us from all sin today; 

     Have mercy on us, Lord, have mercy.                
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Lord, show us your love and mercy; 

     For we put our trust in you.  

In you, Lord, is our hope; 

     And we shall never hope in vain. 

 

Collects 
 

Almighty God, who after the creation of the world rested from all your works and sanctified a day of 

rest for all your creatures: Grant that we, putting away all earthly anxieties, may be duly prepared for 

the service of your sanctuary, and that our rest here upon earth may be a preparation for the eternal 

rest promised to your people in heaven; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.   
 

Lord God, almighty and everlasting Father, you have brought us in safety to this new day: Preserve us 

with your mighty power, that we may not fall into sin, nor be overcome by adversity; and in all we do, 

direct us to the fulfilling of your purpose; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of your faithful people is governed and 

sanctified: Receive our supplications and prayers which we offer before you for all members of your 

holy Church, that in their vocation and ministry they may truly and devoutly serve you; through our 

Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.          

                  

A Prayer of St. Chrysostom 

     (all say together) 
 

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our common 

supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved Son that when two or three 

are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires 

and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the 

age to come life everlasting. Amen.          

                   

Closing Prayer 
 

Let us bless the Lord. 

   Thanks be to God. 
 

Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine: Glory to 

him from generation to generation in the Church, and in Christ Jesus for ever and ever. Amen.  

(Ephesians 3:20, 21) 
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SERVERS THIS WEEKEND: 
Altar Guild: Sharlene O’Connor, Marje Sullivan, Jenny Sanders, Peggy Jo Webb 
Nursing Home: Bev Giarusso 
 
8:00 a.m. 
Worship Leader: Dick Delorme
 
 
10:00 a.m. 
Worship Leader: Kathy Dixon 
Usher: Craig Stanovich 
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    St. Francis Episcopal Church 
 

 

Bearing Witness 

to 

Christ’s Love 
 

 
 

Office Phone:  508-829-3344      Email: parishadmin@stfrancisholden.org 
Web Page: www.stfrancisholden.org 

 
      Rector: The Rev. Patrick R. Perkins                  rector@stfrancisholden.org                              
      Music Minister: Elizabeth Keusch  music@stfrancisholden.org 
 Parish Administrator: Elena Poirier       parishadmin@stfrancisholden.org 
     Church School: Amy Mellors                               churchschool@stfrancisholden.org                    
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http://www.stfrancisholden.org/

