
 

       

 

 

 



 
Family Connections 
Move Up Day: September 11th – Welcome Back activities 
for all grades 

 
Unit 1: September 18 – October 16 
Many of us learned the stories in Genesis when we were young, 
and we may think of them as Bible stories for children. As we 
study them, we see that they give very deep insights into human 
nature and lead us to look at our lives in ways we may not have 
done before. In our first unit, the younger children (Preschool 
through Grade 2) will be hearing the stories of Creation and 
Noah’s Ark. The older children (Third through Fifth grade) will 
be learning about Adam, Eve, Cain and Abel. We will also be 
taking a week (Sept. 29th) to learn more about our beloved St. 
Francis. 

 

 
 
Preschool through Grade One 
September 18 & 25: Part of God’s Creation 
• The Bible is full of stories written by people who wanted to 

share their experiences of God. Why would they do that? 
Because people who have known God’s love want to share 
their wonderful stories with others.  

• Creation is “not a story of a process, but a story of who God 
is. God is powerful, mighty, creative, and good!” (Slatton, 
“Even Before the Be- ginning, God…”) 

• Do you think God was around before creation? What do 
you think it was like before God created the world? 

• The Bible tells us that God knew us before we were ever born. 
He loved us and planned for us. I wonder what plans God has 
for your life! 



October 9 & 16: Noah and the Flood 
• Noah demonstrates radical obedience to God (YHWH) by 

building an ark on dry land. Do you wonder what people 
thought about him? 

• Sometimes, when we do things God’s way, people may 
think we’re crazy! But it is important to put God first by 
listening for and obeying God’s will. 

• It is difficult to hear that God decided to destroy the earth 
with a flood. This is not just a rainstorm – it is a reversal of 
creation. Fortunately the destruction will not be complete – 
Noah will be treated differently because of his righteousness. 
God’s attention is turned from judgment to salvation. 

• In this story God promises (1) to keep Noah and his family 
safe, and (2) that there would never be another flood to 
destroy the earth. What sign did he give to show his 
promise? (A rainbow) It is so special to see a rainbow! 
When we see them, we need to remember that they are a sign 
of God’s love. 

 
 
Grades Two through Five 
September 18 & 25: Adam and Eve 
• God gave Adam and Eve “dominion” over every living thing 

that moves upon the earth. How do you think God wants us 
to do? (Taking care of animals, not ruining the places where 
they live, etc.) 

• The children will hear the story, “Adam and Eve’s First 
Sunset.” In the story, A&E begin to panic when the sun 
starts to go down on their first day. They coax the sun, plead 
with the sun, and eventually blame each other for not being 
kind enough to the sun. When the sun sets, they pray to God 
and ask for the sun to come back. They story causes us to 
think about God’s plans that are hidden from us. A&E did 
not want the sun to go down. Would it be a good thing if the 
sun stayed out all the time? What are the benefits of night? 

 
 
 
 



• God plants a garden containing the tree of life, and the tree of 
the knowledge of good and evil. God tells Adam and Eve 
that they are for- bidden to eat of the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil. Why should God forbid this? Is it not a good 
thing for us to know good and evil? 

• Some think that the phrase “good and evil” simply means 
“everything” or the full spectrum of all that can be known 
(omniscience.) The temptation is not just to know the 
difference between right and wrong, but to extend human 
existence beyond the limits set for it by God at creation; not 
just intellectual enrichment but familiarity with and power 
over mysteries that lie beyond human capacity. 

• God questions Adam (“Where are you?”) and he responds 
with shame and fear. He tried to avoid responsibility by 
saying that the woman, whom God had given to him, gave 
him the fruit (shifting the blame to her – or even to God!) 
She, in turn, shifts the blame to the serpent. God does not ask 
the serpent to account for his sins. Sin belongs to 
humankind. 

• Our wrong ideas come to us with suggestions that seem very 
appealing. Often we do not recognize the harm in them soon 
enough. In our lessons we talked about situations when 
children might be tempted to disobey God or their parents. 
Disobeying often leaves us feeling sad and separated from the 
people we love (even when we “get away with” something!) 
But forgiveness and repentance (being sorry) can bring us back 
in “communion” with them. 

 
 
October 9 & 16: Cain and Abel - My brother’s keeper 
Cain is a farmer and Abel is a shepherd. In the ancient Near East, 
there was often conflict between these two groups. Farmers did 
not like to have shepherds come into their area because sheep 
ruined the pasture land. Contests for the land were frequent and 
often bloody. In this story, Cain offers some of his crop to 
YHWY and Abel offers the desirable firstborn of his flock. 
Both bring what they are supposed to offer. The Lord accepts or 
looks with favor on Abel’s sacrifice but not at Cain’s. Cain 
becomes jealous and is now susceptible to sin. He kills his brother.  



God is now not asking, “Where are you?” (as he did to Adam and 
Eve), but “Where is your brother?” 
• This story does not seem “fair.” Why was God not satisfied 

with Cain’s offering? The problem apparently has nothing to 
do with the offering, but with the manner in which each 
brother comes before God. Do you thing Cain gave God his 
best? 

• Cain tried to hide the truth from God. Is that possible? If God 
knows all, why did he ask, “Where is your brother?” (maybe 
to see if Cain would answer honestly). When we are dishonest, 
we are not only trying to fool others, but ourselves as well. 

• In the collect for purity, we say “to you all hearts are open, all 
desires known, and from you no secrets are hid.” Then we ask 
God to “cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration 
of (the) Holy Spirit.” 

 
Notes adapted from Education for Ministry: Year One, The Old 
Testament, Chapters 1-6. 
 
Additional Objectives 
By third grade, students are given their own Bibles. This is their 
textbook! They should bring their Bibles to Church School with 
them each week. 

 
Ways to help at home: 

• The Bible is really a collection of books – like a library. 
At the back of the children’s Bibles, there is a section 
called “Special Reader’s Helps.” It contains a diagram 
that shows the books of the Bible arranged like books on a 
shelf and grouped into categories. There is also a section 
called “What’s in the Bible” that provides a brief 
summary of every book. 

• The Old Testament is the first part of the Christian Bible, 
corresponding to the Hebrew Bible. It recounts the 
creation of the world and the history of ancient Israel and 
contains the Psalms and the prophetic books. The New 
Testament begins with the Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke 
and John). These books tell us about Jesus’ life and 
teachings. The book of Acts tells of the movement of the 



early church. The New Testament also includes many 
letters (or Epistles) written to guide and encourage the 
church. The children should be able to confidently 
distinguish between Old and New Testament texts. 

• The children will also be taught how to locate texts in the 
Bible. Once they locate a book by name (using the Table 
of Contents), they will be taught to look for the larger 
numbers to find the chapters, and the smaller numbers to 
find the verse. They will learn, for example, that “Ruth 
1:16” means “the book of Ruth, chapter one, verse 16”. 
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